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highly cultivated singing, and, having been pre-
sented to her by Prince Radziwill, he took the
opportunity of bringing Konstancja to meet her.
In a Jong letter to Tytus, Chopin sets down
Sonntag's good qualities both as an artist and as
a woman. She was wonderfully good-natured
and rarely refused visitors. Chopin gives an
amusing account of one of these receptions :
" She was worn out by incredibly dull visitors :
governors of fortresses, generals, senators and
adjutants, who just sat there gaping at her and
talking about the weather. She receives them all
most courteously ; she is too kind-hearted for
anything else ; but yesterday, before she could go
to the theatre for rehearsal, she was forced to lock
her door in order to put on her hat/3

After this brief diversion, Chopin fell back again
into melancholy and uncertainty. He was angry
with himself for not being able to decide on a date
for leaving Warsaw. He had a presentiment that,
having left, he would never see his home again.
It was at this period, when he was twenty years
old, that the thought of death began to prey upon
his mind. He was haunted by the fear of dying
in a foreign land, and visualised a death-bed scene
in a strange room with a casual doctor in attend-
ance and his family and friends far away. Mor-
bidly he continued to play with the idea until all
desire to explore life and the world again had
fled. His friends reminded him of his duty to
himself. The great gifts that had been bestowed
on him must not be wasted, they said. Their